The 2018-2019 school year ushers in the full implementation of the 2016 Math Standards of Learning! VBOs, content
specifications, pacing guides, assessments and supporting documents have been updated to be in alignment with the 2016
standards. Here is a glimpse of what the instructional focus will be during the third quarter.
Kindergarten: Students will return to numeration studies by continuing counting practice, counting forward by tens, as well as
investigating, recognizing and describing part-whole relationships with numbers to 5. During measurement, students will recognize
attributes of coins and identify the number of coins equivalent to a nickel, dime and quarter. Students will investigate the passage of
time on a calendar and make comparisons for length, height, weight, temperature and time.
Grade One: The Data unit will continue for the beginning of quarter 3. This includes collecting, organizing and representing data as well
as interpreting data from graphs. Students will wrap up the data unit and jump into measurement. This will include determining the
value of a collection of coins, telling time to the hour and half-hour and reading and interpreting a calendar. During the Fractions unit,
students will represent and solve problems involving equal sharing and name and represent halves and fourths with models. Students
will continue to work on demonstrating fluency with basic facts.
Grade Two: Students will jump into computation and estimation with estimating and determining sums and differences using various
models as well as solving single-step problems. Students will explore arrays and understanding equality with the equal and not equal
symbols. After computation, students will begin the Measurement unit. Students will explore time to the nearest five minutes, the days
of the week, dates on a calendar, counting and comparing money and using the appropriate notations for money values. Students will
continue to work on demonstrating fluency with basic facts.
Grade Three: Students will begin this quarter by exploring geometry. Students will study geometric representations, polygons,
congruency and patterns. After geometry, students will study rational numbers. Students will name, write, model and represent
fractions as well as compare and solve problems that involve fractions. Students will continue to develop their fluency with multiplication
and division facts of 0, 1, 2, 5 and 10.
Grade Four: Students will move from rational number numeration to rational number computation during quarter 3. This will include
solving practical problems with fractions and decimals, estimating and determining quotients that can involve remainders and
continuing to understand patterns. After rational number computation, students will begin measurement studies. Students will expand
understanding of elapsed time, estimate, measure and solve problems involving length, weight and volume and determine perimeter and
area. Students will continue to develop fluency with multiplication and division facts.
Grade Five: During this quarter, students will be exploring measurement and variables. During the Measurement unit, students will
estimate and measure length, weight and volume and identify equivalent measures. Students will solve problems involving perimeter,
area and volume as well as determine elapsed time. In the Variables unit, students will investigate variables and equations involving
variables, as well as create problem situations involving variables. They will continue to expand their understanding of patterns.
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Quarter 3 Grade Level Focus
Here is a glimpse at Quarter 3 Science and Social Studies topics.

Kindergarten:

First Grade:

Second Grade:

Science/Social Studies - Students will
investigate life processes, including
the differences between living and
nonliving, as well as the basic needs of
plants and animals. Students will form
an understanding of the community
by using map skills and describing
how the climate and surroundings
affect how people live.

Science/Social Studies - Students will
use scientific inquiry skills to
understand the life processes of
plants. Students will ask questions
and develop fluency in content
vocabulary to understand the
geography of Virginia.

Science - Students will use the scientific
method to investigate natural and
artificial magnets.
Social Studies - Students will practice
using artifacts, primary resources and
pictures to make connections between
past and present and to understand the
history of the United States, with a focus
on the American Indians.

Third Grade:

Fourth Grade:

Fifth Grade:

Science - Students will use scientific
inquiry skills to construct models and
apply science concepts to current
events and applications in order to
understand the organization of the
solar system and relationships among
Earth, the moon and the sun.

Science - Students will use scientific
inquiry skills such as collecting and
communicating data to form scientific
claims. Students will investigate and
understand the characteristics of sound
and light as well as the function of cells.

Science - Students will use scientific
inquiry skills such as constructing
models to form an understanding of
structures in nature, including
adaptations, relationships in food
chains and the characteristics of
ecosystems.
Social Studies - Students will use
social studies inquiry skills such as
using artifacts and geographic
information to understand ancient
Greece and Rome. Students will use
their understanding to compare and
contrast civilizations and to make
connections between time and place.

Social Studies - Students will use
social studies inquiry skills to analyze
the impact of geographic features
and analyze artifacts. Primary and
secondary sources will be used to
understand the first permanent
North American English settlement at
Jamestown.

Social Studies - Students will use social
studies inquiry skills to analyze artifacts,
compare and contrast ideas and cultural
perspectives in Virginia history. Primary
and secondary sources will be used
along with charts, graphs and pictures to
understand the conflict that led to the
Civil War and the reconstruction that
took place after the war to rebuild
Virginia.

Literacy Focus
Quarter 3: 2018-2019
Department of Teaching and Learning
HERE IS A GLIMPSE OF THE FOCUS OF LITERACY INSTRUCTION DURING QUARTER 3. IN THE THIRD QUARTER,
ALL LANGUAGE ARTS OBJECTIVES HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED; HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE
RIGOR FOR EACH HAS INCREASED. TEACHERS MAY UTILIZE UNPACKING, VERTICAL AND QUARTERLY
SEQUENCE DOCUMENTS TO ALIGN THE WRITTEN, TAUGHT AND TESTED CURRICULUM.
KINDERGARTEN: The following priority objectives will be the areas of focus this quarter:
• Retell familiar stories using beginning, middle and end.
• Identify simple facts and information relevant to the topic in a nonfiction selection.
• Write in a variety of forms, including writing to inform/explain, to offer an opinion and to narrate an experience (personal narrative).
When entering classrooms, observers should see students engaged in reading, writing/drawing and discourse centered around retelling stories
using beginning, middle and end and identifying topics and facts in nonfiction texts. Students should be expressing ideas in complete
sentences and taking turns discussing one topic. Observers should see students asking and answering questions about what is read and using
story language when discussing characters, setting and events. In addition, the science and social studies topics Geography and Plants and
Animals will be addressed through the lens of language arts. Small group instruction should occur daily. Instruction should be based on
students’ stage of literacy.
When writing and responding to reading, students should use letters and beginning consonant sounds to spell phonetically. Students should be
referencing and using words from a word wall to support writing and using capitalization and ending punctuation. Please refer to the Content
Specifications, Pedagogy Section, Unpacking Documents and Quarterly Sequence Documents in Units 5 and 6 to define the roadmap for
rigor.
FIRST GRADE: The following priority objectives will be the areas of focus this quarter:
• Retell stories and events using beginning, middle and end, including key details.
• Retell nonfiction texts, identifying the main idea and important details.
• Identify the main idea or theme.
• Generate ideas and write in a variety of forms, including writing to inform/explain, to offer an opinion and to narrate an experience
(personal narrative) focusing on one topic.
When entering classrooms, observers should see students engaged in reading, writing (including editing/revising) and discourse focused on
retelling both fiction and nonfiction texts, and asking and answering questions about reading and writing. Students should be using text
features to enhance their understanding of nonfiction texts, not simply identifying features. Observers should see students writing about what
they are reading and recording important information in graphic organizers. In addition, the science and social studies topics Geography and
Plants will be addressed through the lens of language arts. Small group instruction should occur daily. Instruction should be based on
students’ stage of literacy. Please refer to the Content Specifications, Pedagogy Section, Unpacking Documents and Quarterly Sequence
Documents in Units 5 and 6 to define the roadmap for rigor.
SECOND GRADE: The following priority objectives will be the areas of focus this quarter:
• Draw conclusions based on the text.
• Identify the main idea and important details.
• Summarize a nonfiction reading selection using important details.
• Write in a variety of forms, including writing to inform/explain, to offer an opinion and to narrate an experience (personal narrative)
and revise for clarity.
Students will continue to build on and apply their knowledge of reading strategies to increase comprehension of text. In fiction, the focus will
be on drawing conclusions to identify main idea/theme and make inferences about characters. In nonfiction texts, students will analyze text to
explain the author’s purpose, draw conclusions, identify main idea and summarize. Students will also begin exploring nonfiction through the
lens of the author and write nonfiction texts by leaning on the support of mentor texts.

THIRD GRADE: The following priority objectives will be the areas of focus for this quarter:
• Make, confirm or revise predictions in fiction text.
• Draw conclusions and make inferences about fiction text.
• Identify the main idea or theme and supporting details in various texts.
• Explain the author’s purpose in both fiction and nonfiction.
• Ask and answer questions about what is read in nonfiction text.
• Determine important information to support main idea, opinions and conclusions in nonfiction.
• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task, purpose and audience
with a focus on functional writing and a performance-based assessment.
• Revise writing for clarity of content using specific vocabulary and information.
When entering classrooms, observers should see instruction focused on the application of reading strategies in both fiction and nonfiction.
Scaffolded instruction using the gradual release model should be evident through the use of think-alouds, graphic organizers and frequent
opportunities for guided and independent practice in a wide variety of texts, including text related to the content topics of Structures in
Nature, Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece. Fiction instruction should be centered around drawing conclusions and theme, and in nonfiction
the focus should be questioning and determining importance to support main idea, opinions and conclusions. A Being a Writer Expository
Performance Task is embedded into Unit 6 which will address communication, media, reading and writing objectives. This rigorous task will
provide students the opportunity to apply reading and writing strategies learned in Quarters 1, 2 and 3.
FOURTH GRADE: The following priority objectives will be the focus for this quarter:
• Identify and explain author’s purpose.
• Determine important information to support main idea, opinions and conclusions.
• Summarize during and after reading and include supporting details in fiction and nonfiction texts.
• Identify the main idea/theme in fiction and main idea in nonfiction texts.
• Ask and answer questions while reading fiction and nonfiction text.
• Describe character development in fiction text.
• Write expository text including function text.
• Generate opinion-based and persuasive writing.
• Gather information from multiple sources.
• Edit and revise writing for content clarity.
Students should be reading, writing and engaging in discourse daily. While reading, students should be stopping to think about text, asking
questions, drawing conclusions about the author’s purpose and summarizing using graphic organizers. All students should have access to a
wide variety of appropriate fiction and nonfiction resources. Students should be engaged in daily writing (shared, guided and/or independent).
During Units 5 and 6, students will write in a variety of forms, including functional texts and opinion-based essays. Evidence of word study
and grammar instruction should be present in student writing. Additionally, the science and social studies content units may be explored
through the lens of language arts by reading content-rich texts, determining importance and summarizing. Communication, media, reading
and writing objectives will be addressed through the Being a Writer performance tasks in Unit 5 (Informative/Explanatory Task) and Unit 6
(Opinion Task). Grade levels have the option to move the Informative/Explanatory Writing Performance task from Unit 5 to Unit 7 so that
only one performance task is completed in Quarter 3. Grade level teams should meet with their building literacy leaders to come to a
consensus on this decision. If the team decides to use the Informative/Explanatory Writing task in Unit 7, this writing sample should be used
as the spring writing sample for the students’ cumulative file.
FIFTH GRADE: The following priority objectives will be the focus for the first quarter:
• Summarize during and after reading and include supporting details.
• Draw conclusions and make inferences from text.
• Describe how an author’s choice of vocabulary contributes to the author’s style.
• Identify structural patterns in nonfiction.
• Determine important information to support main idea, opinions and conclusions.
• Identify the main idea or theme in various texts.
• Understand and apply knowledge of text structure.
• Explain the author’s purpose.
• Write expository text.
• Edit and revise writing for clarity of content and publish a writing piece to share with an audience of peers.
When entering classrooms, observers should see students engaged in reading, writing and discourse related to the priority objectives of
questioning, drawing conclusions, determining importance and explaining author’s purpose. Students should engage in close reading to draw
conclusions and answer text-dependent questions. The whole group focus should be mirrored and scaffolded to meet the needs of learners in
small group. Independent literacy tasks should be differentiated for each student and aligned to the content specifications for Quarter 3. A
Being a Writer Informative/Explanatory Text Performance Task is embedded into Unit 5 as well as an optional Defined STEM performance
task. Both tasks address communication, media, reading and writing objectives. Unit 6 will immerse students in reading and writing function
text during Cycle 1 and thinking deeply about author’s purpose to clarify points of view in Cycle 2.

